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Regular Events

December Events

Sundays:
Morning Service – 9.30am in the
Church Hall

Sunday 5th December – Candles
and Carol Service, 6.30pm in
Tulliallan and Kincardine Church.

Mondays:
Friendship Club (formerly the Guild)
– 2.00pm (alternate Mondays)

Sunday 12th December – Carol
Service with Dunfermline Brass
band, 3.00pm in Culross Abbey.

Tuesdays:
Craft and Chatter Group – 2.00pm 4.00pm (alternate weeks in the Hall)

Wednesday 15th December – Carol
Singing at the Golf Club, 6.00pm in
Saline Golf Club.

Wednesdays:
Mums and Dads Tea & Toast –
9.00am - 10.00am
Coffee Morning – 10.00am - 12
noon
Highland Dancing – 4.00pm
onwards

Friday 24th December – Family
Christmas Eve Service, 6.30pm in
Saline Church Hall.
Friday 24th December –
Watchnight Service, 11.15pm in
Saline Church Hall.

Thursdays:
Bible Study Group – 10.30am - 12
noon (Session Room)
Bandrum Service – 2.00pm (every
2nd week at Bandrum Nursing
Home)

Saturday 25th December –
Christmas Day Service, 10.00am in
Saline Church Hall.
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Some Words from
the Manse

This year even if we are not quite
back to “normal” we are at least a
little more normal. But in a very real
sense of course it doesn’t matter.
The routines and the traditions we
have around Christmas time are
merely a frame for a picture; a
scene, an unfolding story that does
not change.
Because Christmas, for all the
excitement of the coming season,
has already happened. Jesus was
born. The word was made flesh. He
came and lived among us full of
“grace and truth.”

This time last year I was doing a lot
of strange planning for the
Christmas season. We were able to
be in the church in a very limited
way until Christmas, but almost
immediately afterwards went into
lockdown again.

It may be that COVID has given us all
an opportunity, even if it is an
unwelcome one, to reassess what
really matters. Being able to live
safely and in health and with
contact with those whom we love.

So instead of preparing services and
going to the variety of dinners and
carol events and one thing and
another that usually occupy me at
this time of year, I was editing
videos and writing scripts and the
virtual choir − friends from all over
Scotland and one from Holland who
lead our singing every week − were
building up a stock of Christmas
Carols for us.

It has also reminded all of us, of how
important our church community is.
I have seen many examples of our
members caring for each other over
the past 18 months. Checking up to
make sure they are ok. Finding new
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ways to be there for each other
when we could not meet face to
face.

Walking Group

And now that we are able to be
back together on a Sunday we have
found that the move from the
church building into the hall has
made our worship feel different. It
has not detracted from it at all. In
fact the opposite. We have found a
new life and a fresh energy in the
smaller space.

The Walking Group has resumed
twice-monthly walks, usually on the
first and third Saturdays of each
month. If you are interested but do
not already receive emails about the
walks, please contact Peter Philp.

Saline Guild Update

We love the established routines
and comfortable traditions of the
Christmas season. We long to be
able to embrace them all again. But
we have been taught and should be
thankful for the lesson that things
do not stay the same. Things do
change. And our human capacity is
to make that change good.

Saline Guild is no longer running.
However a Friendship Group now
meets in its place on alternate
Mondays at 2pm in the Church Hall.

And we always have the promise of
Jesus. This promise is the one that
we can always hold on to in faith: “I
am with you always”.

All are welcome to attend!

Alec Shuttleworth
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Remembrance Sunday

It was a family affair this
Remembrance Sunday. Rev Alec
Shuttleworth led the 9.30am service
at Saline & Blairingone, with his son
Jack on guitar.
Alec’s wife, Rev Margaret
Shuttleworth, then took the Act of
Remembrance at 11.00am by the
war memorial, as Alec returned to
Kincardine & Tulliallan Church to
lead the ceremony there.

Many thanks to all those who
donated wreaths and decorated the
church fence with such beautiful
poppy displays.
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Blytheswood Shoebox
Appeal

Mission Group Update

Many thanks to everyone who
donated to the Blytheswood
shoebox appeal this year. Altogether
23 filled boxes and bags were
donated besides additional
donations of money that are
important for getting the boxes to
where they are needed.

Last January, a new Fife wide
Presbytery was established and
considered the proposals in the
Special Commission Report from the
Church of Scotland.

This year the Christmas bags and
boxes will be winging their way to
disadvantaged children, young
people and adults in Albania,
Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova,
Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.

This is a challenging report and
acknowledges that change is
needed. The report signals a change
in emphasis for the Presbytery and
encourages congregations to have
more of a say in the future of the
church.
The report puts ‘Mission’ at the
heart of the future and urges us to
reflect on how best this mission can
be delivered locally and across Fife.
A Mission Group was established in
our church and was asked by the
Congregational Board and Kirk
Session to lead on developing a set
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of proposals for the future of
worship in Saline.

With all eyes on Glasgow for the
COP26, and two of the Marks of
Mission being ‘Treasure’ and ‘Tend’,
you might be wondering about the
Church’s position on Climate
Change.

The characteristics of mission are:







To proclaim the Good News
of the Kingdom
To teach, baptise and
nurture new believers
To respond to human need
by loving service
To seek to transform unjust
structures of society,
challenge violence and
pursue peace and
reconciliation
To strive to safeguard the
integrity of creation and
renew the life on earth

The Church of Scotland states that
“climate change poses a serious and
immediate threat to people
everywhere, particularly to the poor
of the earth and believes that it
represents “a failure in our
stewardship of God's creation”.

At a recent joint meeting of the
Congregational Board and Kirk
session the proposals were
approved and in the near future we
hope to share these with the whole
congregation and agree a plan to
take forward our mission.

Indeed, The General Assembly has
set a target of 2030 for the Church
of Scotland to be a ‘Net Zero'
organisation.

Philip Black

As a first step, the Church has
disinvested from fossil fuel
companies and developed a carbon
tracker tool for congregations to
measure and report their carbon
footprint.

Treasure and Tend

Eco-Congregation Scotland is a
movement of Scottish church
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congregations committed to
addressing environmental issues
through their life and mission. More
than 10% of all Scottish churches are
now taking part.

Look out for future talks and more
hands-on events, like litter picking
or tree planting, on the Saline
Environmental Group Facebook
page
facebook.com/SalineEnvironment
and on church/village noticeboards.

The organisation's website
(ecocongregationscotland.org)
provides ideas for action, an
interactive map for finding ecocongregations in your area, and a
list of events, networks, projects,
and more.

Church Advent Calendar

Sign up for a daily email with a link
to that day’s Advent window at
thechurchofscotland.adventcalenda
r.com starting from 1st December –
a “Light in the Darkness” from the
Church of Scotland.

More locally, some members of
Saline & Blairingone church have
joined Saline Environmental Group
to join resources and help care for
our planet on a more local scale.

Scout Christmas Post

The Environment Group organises
talks in the Church Hall every couple
of months. Recently, these have
included a Night Sky walk for
beginners and a Climate Action talk
by green activist Donald McPhillemy
from Greener Melrose.
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116th Fife Scout Group (Scottish
Charity Number SC031132) are
again planning to provide us with a
Christmas Post service this year.
The cost will be 40p per card.

Low Valleyfield, Markinch, Milton of
Balgonie, Newmills, NorthQueensferry, Oakley, Pattiesmuir,
Rosyth, Saline, Star of Markinch,
Steelend, Thorton, Torryburn,
Townhill, Wellwood & Windygates.

Cards can be handed in at the
following locations:

CARDS WILL NOT BE DELIVERED TO
ANY OTHER AREA.

SALINE
Mr Peter Philp, 70 Upper Kinneddar.
STEELEND
Mr John Williams, 5 Knockhill View.
(Evenings)
SALINE CHURCH
Sundays 21th, 28th November and
5th December (after the service)

Editor’s Final Word
As the nights draw in, I pray that you
all stay safe and well and enjoy the
festive church services and other
events on offer this year.
Looking forward to seeing you in the
New Year, be it at church or online:
the door is always open.

Last date for collection is TUESDAY
11th DECEMBER at 5pm.
Areas covered:
Aberdour, Backmuir, Bowershall,
Blairhall, Buckhaven, Cairneyhill,
Carnock, Charlestown, Coaledge
Village, Coaltown of Balgonie,
Comrie, Cowdenbeath,
Cowstrandburn, Crombie, Crossford,
Crossgates, Culross, Dalgety Bay,
Donibristle Village, Danduff,
Dunfermline, Fordell Village,
Glenrothes, Gowkhall, Hallbeath,
High Valleyfield, Hill of Beath,
Hillend, Inverkeithing, Kelty,
Kennoway, Kincardine-on-Forth,
Kinglassie, Kingseat, Leslie, Leven,
Limekilns, Lochgelly, Lumphinnans,

Wishing you all a very Happy
Christmas and Joyous New Year!

Joanna Lawrence
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